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• The removal of the parking space triggers DDOT curb closure requirements, which state that all 

curb cuts that do not lead to a legal and accessible vehicle parking space on private property, in 

a garage, or in a carriage house should be closed. Thereby, the Applicant must close and remove 

the existing curb cut and driveway within the public parking area. 

• The Applicant needs to clarify how they intend to meet the 2016 Zoning Regulation’s parking 

requirement of two (2) spaces. Vehicular access to private property for uses such as parking or 

loading should be from an existing alley. The Applicant should provide vehicle parking off the 

rear alley or seek parking relief, which DDOT would support. 

• The Applicant shall restore the slope and grade of the public parking area. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) has reviewed the application materials and has 

determined that the proposed action will not have adverse impacts on the District’s transportation 

network. DDOT has no objection to the approval of the requested area variance. Approval of this 

application, however, would put the site out of compliance with public space regulations. As such, DDOT 

requests the following conditions (as discussed further in the public space section): 

• The Applicant must close and remove the existing curb cut and driveway within the public 

parking area; and 

• The Applicant must restore the grade of the public parking area to its original height and slope.  

The Applicant should also clarify how they intend to meet the 2016 Zoning Regulation’s parking 

requirement of two (2) spaces if the driveway and curb cut are removed since driveway parking spaces 

in public space cannot be counted for zoning purposes. The Applicant should either provide parking off 

the rear alley or seek parking relief from the Board of Zoning Adjustment. DDOT would be supportive of 

a parking relief action. 

PUBLIC SPACE 

DDOT’s lack of objection to this application should not be viewed as an approval of public space design. 

All elements of the project proposed in public space require the Applicant to pursue a public space 

permit through DDOT’s permitting process. The site currently has a 15-foot Building Restriction Line 

(BRL) along the Jay Street NE frontage. The area between the property line and the BRL is regulated like 

public space and must be park-like in nature.  

DDOT notes the following significant public space issues that would result from approval of this 

application and must be addressed by the Applicant: 

• Curb Cut Removal – All curb cuts that do not lead to a legal and accessible vehicle parking space 

on private property, in a garage, or in a carriage house should be closed. If the property owner 

does not close the curb cut, DDOT may initiate the curb cut closure procedures set forth in the 

DDOT Right of Way Policies and Procedure Manual (DEM, Section 31.5.1.(b)). As such, the 

proposed conversion of the existing garage to a den would trigger the need to close the existing 

curb cut.  
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• Vehicular Access – It is the policy of DDOT that vehicular access to private property for uses 

such as parking or loading should be from an existing alley (DEM, Section 31.3). Retaining the 

driveway in the public parking area for use of vehicle storage when it does not lead to a legal 

parking space is inconsistent with this policy. The two required parking spaces should be 

provided off the rear alley or the Applicant should seek parking relief, which DDOT would 

support. 

• Public Parking – Restore the slope and grade of the public parking area at the 5106 property to 

be consistent with the slope and grade of the 5104 property. (DCMR, Title 24, Section 104). 

DDOT expects the adjacent public space to meet all District standards. The Applicant should refer to 

Titles 11, 12A, and 24 of the DCMR, and the most recent version of DDOT’s Design and Engineering 

Manual, and DDOT’s Public Realm Design Manual for public space regulations and design guidance. A 

permit application can be filed through the DDOT Transportation Online Permitting System (TOPS) 

website. 

AC:kv
 

https://www.dcregs.dc.gov/
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/design-and-engineering-manual
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/design-and-engineering-manual
https://ddot.dc.gov/PublicRealmDesignManual
https://tops.ddot.dc.gov/DDOTPERMITSYSTEM/DDOTPERMITONLINE/Landing.aspx

